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A.	Personal Statement
I have been a clinician, researcher and educator, working with individuals across the life span who present with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), including autism, for over 35 years. I have extensive experience in the assessment and treatment of individuals with autism or other IDD. I am currently Associate Director/Director of Research at JFK Partners, a University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities.

[bookmark: _Hlk120793400]Over the past 20 years, I have developed a program of research focused on the treatment of clinical anxiety in autistic children and adolescents. I am the primary developer of a group cognitive-behavior therapy intervention for children with autism and co-occurring anxiety symptoms, called “Facing Your Fears: Group Therapy for Managing Anxiety in Children with High-Functioning Autism Spectrum Disorders (FYF)”. I have been PI on a number of foundation grants (e.g., Organization for Autism Research (OAR); Autism Speaks), as well as federal grants, including NIMH (R21/R33) and HRSA grants. I have been particularly interested in implementing FYF in community settings to increase access to care. I recently received a PCORI award to conduct a comparative effectiveness trial with the school-based FYF in schools with students from historically underserved communities (e.g., low income, racial/ethnic minorities). 

B.	Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors
Positions: 
2001-2004 	Senior Instructor, Departments of Psychiatry and Pediatrics, JFK Partners, University of Colorado  School of Medicine, Aurora, CO
2004-2011	Assistant Professor, Director of the A & DD Clinic; UC-SOM
2011- 2019	Associate Professor, Director of the A & DD Clinic, UC-SOM
2019-	Professor of Psychiatry and Pediatrics, UC-SOM
2015- 	Director of Psychology/Associate Director, JFK Partners
2016-	Director of Research, JFK Partners
2016-		Faculty member, Developmental Psychobiology Research Group (DPRG) (T32)

Honors and Advisory Committee Positions:	
2001-2006		Board of Directors, Autism Society of Colorado
2003-2012		Member, Autism Task Force of the Colorado Department of Education 
2006		      Junior Faculty Poster Award – UC-SOM – First place clinical research
2005-               Member, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Program Education Committee (PEC), UC-SOM
2011-2019       Member, Colorado Autism and Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Options (CANDO)
2014-2021	 Member, Promotions Committee, Department of Psychiatry, UC-SOM
2007,2010,
2012, 2016      Dane G. Prugh Award for Outstanding and Inspirational Teaching in Child Psychiatry – 
                        Four time award winner (2007, 2010, 2012; 2016)
2016-               Member, Scholarship Committee Division of Child Psychiatry, UC-SOM
2018-               Member, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, JFK Partners 
2019                Transformative Contribution Award; presented by ABCT/ASDD Special Interest Group.  
2020,2021       Children’s Mental Health Champion, Co-sponsored by Association of University Center 
                        on Disabilities (AUCD) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (National selection)  
2021-               Member, Faculty Promotion and Tenure Committee, UC-SOM

Key Professional Positions:  
EDITORIAL BOARD
2011-	Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities 
2020-	Evidence-Based Practice in Child and Adolescent Mental Health (EPCAMH), guest co-editor, special issue on mental health in ASD
2020-	Frontiers in Psychiatry, guest co-editor, special issue on internalizing disorders in ASD

Referee Work (selected)
2007 -		Autism: The International Journal of Research and Practice
2007-		Cure Autism Now (CAN) – Treatment - Related Grant reviews
2007	Reviewer, NIHR-CCF (National Institute for Health Research Central Commissioning Facility for UK Department of Health): 
2009-		Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry
2010          Organization for Autism Research – Treatment-Related Grant reviews
2011-		Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
2011-		Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders
2012	Pediatrics 
2013	Reviewer, NIH Study Section, Child Psychopathology and Developmental Disabilities
2016	Reviewer, NIH Study Section, Risk and Resilience 
2014-		INSAR, Abstract Reviewer

C.  Contributions to Science 
1. My initial contribution to science was as a co-author and early collaborator in the development of the Denver Model, a comprehensive treatment program for young children with autism spectrum disorders, now known as the Early Start Denver Model. Working for many years as a clinician-educator, this early work provided an important foundation for my clinical experience in working with children with ASD, as well providing an introduction to clinical research. In this early work, I provided input on the role of positive behavioral approaches to challenging behavior in preschoolers with ASD.   
a. Rogers, S., Hall, T., Osaki, D., Reaven, J., & Herbison, J. The Denver Model: A comprehensive, integrated educational approach to young children with autism and their families. In Handleman, J. & Harris, S. (Eds.) (2001). Preschool Education Programs for Children with Autism. Pro-Ed: Austin, Texas.

2. As I gained additional expertise in my clinical work with youth with ASD, it was clear that a number of these youth presented with significant co-morbid psychiatric conditions. Very little empirical work was available about how to treat these co-morbid symptoms in youth with ASD. Drawing from the literature on typically developing children, as well as clinical experience, I began to modify cognitive behavior therapy strategies to treat co-morbid anxiety symptoms in youth with ASD. As part of the modifications for CBT, I also developed a parent curriculum as a critical component to the FYF treatment. I then secured funding to begin to examine the efficacy and initial effectiveness of FYF.  
a. Reaven, J. & Hepburn, S. (2003). Cognitive-behavioral treatment of obsessive-compulsive disorder in a child with Asperger’s syndrome: a case report. Autism: The International Journal of Research and Practice, 7, 145-164. 
b. Reaven, J., Blakeley-Smith, A., Nichols, S., Dasari, M., Flanigan, E., & Hepburn, S. (2009). Cognitive-behavioral group treatment for anxiety symptoms in children with high-functioning autism spectrum disorders: a pilot study. Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, 24 (1), 27-37. DOI: 10.1177/1088357608327666. 
c. Reaven, J., Blakeley-Smith, A., Culhane-Shelburne, K., & Hepburn, S. (2012). A randomized trial: Group cognitive behavior therapy for children with high-functioning autism spectrum disorders and anxiety. Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 53, 410-419. DOI: 10.1111/j.1469-7610.2011.02486.x; PMID: 22435114.
d. Reaven, J., Moody, E., Klinger, L., Keefer, A., Duncan, A., O’Kelley, S., Meyer, A., Hepburn, S., & Blakeley-Smith, A. (2018). Training Clinicians to Deliver Group CBT to Manage Anxiety in Youth with ASD: Results of a Multi-Site Trial. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 85, 205-217. DOI: 10.1037/ccp0000285; PMID: 29504790.

3. After developing additional clinical and research expertise in working with youth with ASD and co-morbid psychiatric conditions, I co-authored two papers based on data from the CDC autism surveillance project, which I have participated in for the past 10 years as an “expert reviewer.”  In addition to helping to conceptualize the results of the data, I also contributed to the written manuscripts.  
      a.   Levy, S., Lee, L., Giarelli, E., Schieve, L., Kirby, R., Cunniff, C., Reaven, J., 
            Nicholas, J., Pinto-Martin, J., & Rice, C. (2010). Relationship between ASD diagnosis 
            and developmental, psychiatric, medical and concurrent diagnoses or symptoms in 
           	children age 8 years in 2002. Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, 31, 
267-275. DOI: 10.1097/DBP.0b013e3181d5d03b; PMID: 20431403.
b. Newschaffer, C., Croen, L., Daniels, J., Giarelli, E., Grether, J., Levy, S., Mandell, D.,
Miller, L., Pinto-Martin, J., Reaven, J., Reynolds, A., Rice, C., Schendel, D., & Windham, G. (2006).  The Epidemiology of Autism Spectrum Disorders, Annual Review of Public Health, 28, 21.1.-21.24. DOI:10.1146/annurev.publhealth.28.021406.144007; PMID: 17367287. 
 
4. In addition to my work as the primary developer of intervention programs to address co-occurring anxiety symptoms in youth with ASD, I have also participated in research related to the assessment of symptoms of psychiatric illness in youth with ASD. I have conducted semi-structured psychiatric interviews with families as well as administered other assessment measures in order to evaluate the presence of co-morbid psychopathology in youth with ASD. I have also begun to look potential mechanisms that predict treatment response.  
a. Reaven, J., Hepburn, S., & Ross, R. (2008). Use of the ADOS and ADI-R in children with psychosis:  importance of clinical judgment. Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 13, 81-94.  
b. Hepburn, S. L., Stern, J. A., Blakeley-Smith, A., Kimel, L. K., & Reaven, J. (2014). Complex psychiatric comorbidity of treatment-seeking youth with autism spectrum disorder and anxiety symptoms. Journal of Mental Health Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 7(4), 359-378. DOI: 10.1080/19315864.2014.932476; PMID: 25960821.
c. Reaven, J., Washington, L., Moody, E., Stern, J., Hepburn, S., & Blakeley-Smith, A. (2015). Examining the relationship between parental anxiety and treatment response in children and adolescents with autism spectrum disorder and anxiety. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 45(8):2464-73. DOI: 10.1007/s10803-015-2410-0; PMID: 25778837. 
d. Meyer. A.T., Moody, E., Keefer, A., O’Kelley, S., Duncan, A., Blakeley-Smith, A., & Reaven, J.  (2020) Effect of co-occurring psychiatric disorders on treatment of children with autism spectrum disorder and anxiety. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-020-04540-1 PMID: 32462457

5. Following the initial efficacy/effectiveness of the FYF program, our group has expanded our work to include the adaptation of FYF for autistic teens with intellectual disability and anxiety as well as the implementation and sustainability of FYF in community settings and via telehealth. Our implementation work has recently been expanded to school settings, following initial work that occurred in Singapore. Following that study, we obtained funding to deliver FYF in public schools in the United States.
  
a. Hepburn, S.L., Blakeley-Smith, A., Wolff, B. & Reaven, J. (2015). Telehealth delivery of cognitive-behavioral intervention to youth with autism spectrum disorder and anxiety:  A pilot study. Autism:  International Journal of Research and Practice. DOI: 10.1177/1362361315575164. PMID: 25896267.  
b. Drmic, I, Aljunied, M., & Reaven, J. (2017). Feasibility, acceptability and preliminary treatment outcomes in a school-based CBT intervention program for adolescents with ASD and anxiety in Singapore. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. DOI: 10.1007/s10803-016-3007-y PMID: 28101845.
c. Blakeley-Smith, A., Meyer, A.T., Boles, R., and Reaven, J. (2021) Group Cognitive Behavioral Treatment for Anxiety in Adolescents with ASD and Intellectual Disability: A Pilot and Feasibility Study. Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disability. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 33410240.  
d. Reaven, J., Meyer, A.T., Pickard, K., Boles, R., Hayutin, L., Middleton, C., Reyes, N., Hepburn, S., Tanda, T., Stahmer, A., & Blakeley-Smith, A. (2022). Increasing Access and Reach: Implementing School-Based CBT for Anxiety in Students with ASD or Suspected ASD. Evidence-based practice in child and adolescent mental health. DOI: 10.1080/23794925.2021.1941430
e. Reaven, J., Pickard, K., Meyer, A., Hayutin, L., Middleton, C., Reyes, N., Tanda, T., Stahmer, A., Blakeley-Smith, A., & Boles, R. (2023).  Implementing school-based CBT for anxiety in students with autism or suspected autism via a train-the-trainer approach: Results from a clustered randomized trial. Autism, 1-14.  DOI: 10.1177/13623613231175951
f. Pickard, K., Maddox, B., Boles, R., & Reaven, J. (2024).  A cluster randomized controlled trial comparing the effectiveness of two school-interventions for autistic youth with anxiety. BMC Psychiatry. DOI: 10.21203/rs.3.rs-3544123/v1
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